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by the plea. Thus the plaintiff in these cases (to use the Scots term 
employed by the author) is " condescending on " particularity of allega- 
tion only when he is forced to it by the character of the plea. 

But any shortcomings in this highly technical province count for 
little in the sum of the book. Its minute examination of the sources 
and enlightening correlation of results with contemporary social and 
governmental conditions fully justify the editor's remark that the vol- 
ume is the outcome of " painstaking, skilful and learned research ". It 
exhibits, too, on the part of the author a gift for picturesque phrase 
which he might well have used less sparingly. Legal history has few 
enough votaries at the best, and to one who approaches her with the 
earnestness of purpose and solidity of performance here displayed she 
owes an indebtedness which cannot be too freely acknowledged. 

Robert W. Millar. 

Histoire de la Coutume de la Prevbte et Vicomti de Paris. Par 
Olivier Martin, Professeur a la Faculte de Droit de l'Universite 
de Rennes, Charge de Cours a la Faculte de Droit de l'Universite 
de Paris. Tome I. (Paris: Ernest Leroux. 1922. Pp. xv, 
508. 30 fr.) 

Although the great interest and importance of the customary law 
which prevailed throughout the greater part of France from the tenth 
century to the close of the Old Regime have long been recognized, and 
though some of the earlier customary compilations, such as the Stablisse- 
ments de Saint-Louis, have been made the subject of brilliant studies, 
no one until recently has attempted a comprehensive and thoroughgoing 
work upon any one of the important regional, customs {coutumes gen- 
erates') throughout the whole of its history. It is such a work upon 
the custom of the region of Paris — or more specifically, from 
the close of the thirteenth century, the custom of the prevote et vicomte 
de Paris — which has been undertaken by Olivier Martin, and the first 
volume of which is now at hand. First honored by the Academie des 
Sciences Morales et Politiques with the Prix Odilon Barrot in 1912, 
this extensive monograph at that time drew warm praise from so great 
an authority upon the history of French law and institutions as Jacques 
Flach. But it has since been completely rewritten after more exhaustive 
researches. 

The present volume is taken up with a general introduction and with 
two books dealing with the status of persons (condition des personnes) 
and with tenures (regime des biens). The second volume, which is 
promised without too great delay, will be devoted to "l'etude de la 
propriete et des droits reels, le droit des gens maries, les successions, 
donations, et testaments, enfin les obligations et voies d'execution ". 

Of the matter now published, the introduction, besides fully describ- 
ing the sources, is devoted to what may be called the external history 
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of the custom of Paris as a distinctive body of law, from its origin in 
the feudal chaos of the tenth and eleventh centuries through all the 
main stages of its development to its decline in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. It is a condensed, though careful, treatment. Im- 
portant problems are inevitably left unsolved. One looks in vain, for 
example, for an exact answer to the question why the local customs of 
the region coalesced and emerged as the usus et cotisuetudines Francie 
circa Parisius at the end of the twelfth, or certainly early in the 
thirteenth, century, before the definite constitution of the prevote et 
vicomte de Paris, as equivalent to the bailliage, with fixed geographical 
boundaries and a court of appeals at the Chatelet. But probably an 
exact answer cannot be given. The dependence of the development of 
the custom upon the larger transformations of social and economic evo- 
lution is brought out with great skill and insight. 

In the two books which follow the introduction, and which make up 
the bulk of the volume, the author addresses himself to the content of 
the custom of Paris — to the growth and transformation of the actual 
rules of customary law which determined the status of nobles, freemen, 
serfs, and minors and regulated the holding and transfer of allods, 
fiefs, censives, champarts, etc. We have to do with a detailed treatment 
of a mass of law, in which the jurist somewhat overshadows the his- 
torian, and we get not so much a history of the evolution of custom 
as a series of expositions of the customary law in successive epochs — 
the Middle Ages, the sixteenth century, etc. But where so much is 
given it would be ungrateful to complain. This is a work of immense 
industry, and of interest to students in many fields. 

C. W. David. 

The Yorkshire Woollen and Worsted Industries from the Earliest 
Times up to the Industrial Revolution. By Herbert Heaton, 
M.A., M.Com. [Oxford Historical and Literary Studies, X.] 
(Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1920. Pp. xii, 459. 16 s.) 

Within self-imposed limits this is an excellent book. Written at 
first as a thesis on the condition of the Yorkshire woolen and worsted 
industries in the eighteenth century, it has been expanded to the limits 
indicated by the title. In the completed work the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries still claim two-thirds of the pages and these parts 
naturally remain most intimate and original. In them we catch glimpses 
of letter-books and of municipal or judicial records not accessible 
outside of Yorkshire, and contributing much to concreteness of descrip- 
tion and illustration. 

It might seem that an account of the woolen industry in an area where 
it rose early and finally became pre-eminent would serve as an epitome 
of its development in England as a whole. In a measure this is true. 
But to the end of the seventeenth century Yorkshire was only one of 



